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firlene Hirschfelder

Consultant  Native American Studies
170 Copley Avenue Teaneck, NJ 07666
201/836-0973 201/836-2361 fax

Chiginci Trbat Locot:ons « North Americo

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

NATIVE AMERICAN AND HAWAIIAN WOMEN OF HOPE, New York, New York. Produced by 1199's
Bread and Roses Cultural Project. Editor, Study Guide, forthcoming, 1997.

1995. Created/designed five self-guided bcoklets to inaugural exhibits.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION/ NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN, New York, New York.
1994. Created an activity packet for each of the three inaugural exhibits. Packets contain pre- and post-visit
activities for teachers/classrooms visiting the exhibitions.

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK, New York, New York. 1991 to 1995. Created -
curriculum about ceremonial tobacco use/cigarette abuse for Cancer Risk Reduction Research Project with
Native Americans.

ASSOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS, INC., New York, New York. 1969 to 1991. -
Managed scholarship and public information programs; directed historical research projects for American
Indian tribes; compiled bibliographies; reformed school curricula concerning portrayal of indians in

American history. .

BALCH INSTITUTE FCR ETHNIC RELATIONS, Philadelphia, Pennsyivania. 1990
Loaned toys from Hirschfelder American indian Stereotype Collection to "Ethnic Images in Toys and
Games," an exhibition at The Balch Institute, April-October 1890.

MACMILLAN PUBLISHING CO., INC., New York, New York. 1981.
Revised American history textbook to insure accurate portrayal of American Indians in history and
contemporary American society.

NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION, NORTHEAST CENTER FOR CURRICULUM
DEVELOPMENT, Bronx, New York. 1977-1979.

Created and implemented unit on American Indians for sixth grade, Spanish-English social studies
curriculum. Materials included a teacher's guide and an anthology of readings for students. Editor of other
curricular materials developed by the Northeast Center.

QUEENS COLLEGE, ETHNICITY AND LIBRARIAN INSTITUTE, Flushing, New York. 1872, 1975, 1977.
Lectured on multimedia resource materials on American Indians appropriate for school, public, and college
libraries.

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH, New York, New York. 1972, 1974, 1982 to present.
Prepared annotated bibliography of American Indian multimedia materials for Job Corps-ADL Intergroup
Relations Program. Wrote American Indian section of "Ethnic Leisure Activities Handbook for Residential
Counselors of Job Corps Centers.” Member, Task Force, Intergroup Relations of ADL.
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INSERVICE WORKSHOPS FOR EDUCATORS on stereotyping of Native Americans in children's learning
materials and on resource materials appropriate for schools, libraries, and the pubiic.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

NEW SCHOOQI. FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH, New York, New York. 1984 to 1996

Courses: "American indians in Anierican Hisiory. A New Feispective” (the history and contemporaiy life
of indians in the United States explored axclusively through Native oral, pictographic, and written records)
and "The American indian Experience in Contemporary Poetry and Fiction.”

NATHAN MAYHEW SEMINARS/CLARK COLLEGE, Gay Head, Massachusetts. 1986 - 1988.
Courses: "The American indian Experience in Contemporary Poetry and Fiction" and "The American Indian
in American History."

ROCKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Suffern, New York. 1971-1973.
Course: "American Indians Today."

HORTON WATKINS HIGH SCHOOL, Ladue, Missouri. 1966-1968.
Courses: American History, World History; Supervisor of social studies student teachers.

CONSULTANT

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, New York

Balch Institute for Ethnic Relations, Pennsylivania

Biological Sciences Curriculum Study, Colorado

Bread and Roses Cultural Foundation, New York

Childrens Press, lilinois e .

Columbia University School of Social Work, New York i
D.R. Group (advertising agency), New York

Design Division, New York. (Designing exhibitions for Mashantucket Pequot (Connecticut) Museum
Facts on File, Series Advisor, The First Americans Series, New York

Garland Publishing, Board of Advisors, Encyclopedia of Native Americans in the 20th Century, New York
Highlights for Children, Pennsylvania

Instructor Magazine, New York

Macmillan Publishing Company, New York

National Indian Education Association, Presenter, 1991, Nebraska

Native American Heritage Committee, New York

Nevada Humanities Commission, Native American Literature Conference Keynote Speaker, 1988
New York City Board of Education, Northeast Center for Curriculum Development

New York City Native American Education Program (Title 5)

Queens College, Ethnicity and Librarian Institute, New York

Reader's Digest, New York

Scarecrow Press, Board of Directors, Native American Bibliographical Series, New Jersey
Scholastic Big Book and Search Magazines, New York
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Oniginel Tnbal Locatians in North America

Smithsonian Institution/National Museum of the American Indian

Turner Broadcasting, Trans-Pacific Television, California (documentary film project)

Western Heritage Award Judge, 1988, Oklahoma

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, American Indian History, Culture, and Tribal Sovereignty
Ceonference Keynote Speaker, 1991

Southern Utah University Convocation Speaker, 1992

AWARDS/RECOGNITION
1984 Choice's Outstanding Academic Book for Guide to Research on North American Indians

1986 Western Heritage Wrangler Award, National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center for
Happily May | Walk: American Indians and Alaska Natives Today.

1987 Carter G. Woodson Book Award, National Council for the Social Studies for Happily May | Walk:
American Indians and Alaska Natives Today.

1992 New York Public Library Outstanding Reference Book for Encyclopedia of Native American Religions

1992 New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age for Rising Voices: Writings of Young Native
Americans

1983 White Raven Book Award, International Youth Library, Munich, Germany for Rising Voices

1894 Choice's Outstanding Academic Book for Native American Aimanac: A Portrait of Native A}neﬁca
Today

1995 New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age for Artists and Craﬁ‘spéople
Something About the Author, volume 80, 1995
Who's Who of American Women, 18th edition

EDUCATION

TEACHERS COLLEGE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, New York, New York, 1968-1969.
Post-graduate courses in teaching social studies.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, Chicago, lllinois. 1967.
Master of Arts in Teaching; M.A.T. Thesis: "The Treatment of American Indians in Selected American
History Textbooks for the Secondary Level;" Major: American History

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY, Waltham, Massachusetts. 1965. Bachelor of Arts; Major: American History;
Minor: Education.
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Original Tribol Loaations in North Americo

Arlenc Hirschfelder
Consultant
Native American Studies
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SELECTED PUBUCATIONS

Rising Voicas (Ballantine, 1993)

-..dear imagery and unadorned language, these expressions of anger, regret, and hope
provide enormous insight — Publishers Weekly .

'\[ Qhildren’s Choice and Teodhers' Choice. International Recding Association/Children’s Book Councll
Human Fomily Booklist for Children and Young Adults, Netional Councl| of Christlans ond Jews
New York Public Librany Book for the Teen Age
Notable Children’s Trade Book, National Councll for the Soclal Studies/Children's Book Council
Year's 25 Best In Children’s Nonfictlon, Boston Globe

Majer reviews in Hirkus Reviews, Publishers Weekly, School Lbrany Joumal

hy

Happily May | Walk (Scribner's, 1986)
--- fefreshing ... on excellent Introduction to the complex world of contempaorany Native

Americans .... accuracy and objectivity, and no stereotypes. — Michoe! Dorris, professor,
Dartmouth College; author, The Broken Cord

Carter G. Waodsan Book Award, Naticnal Council for the Saclal Studies

Westem Heritage Award, Natlonal Cowboy Hall of Famellestermn Herltage Center .

Notable Children’s Trade Book, National Council for the Social Studies/Children’s Book Council
Major reviews in Boaklist and School Library Joumnal '

American Indian Stereotypes In the Werld of Childrea (Scarecrow Press, Metuchen, NJ, 1982)

As o consclousness-alser, this Is a bugle-blowing reveille ... If librarlans’ only excuse Is Ignorance, education is now
within reach. — Schoo! Library Journal

e struggle to combat racism and sexism continues to move forward and Ardene Hirschfelder has contributed o
-lidly researched, deary documented, informative volume to this movement. — American Indian Quarterly

Guide to Aesearch on North American lndians (American Library Association, Chicago, 1983) with
Mory Gloyne Byler and Michael Dorris

Hirschfelder has done a great deal for Americon Indian bibliography and research over the past 15 to 20 years. This
work Is another signlficant contribution to the fleld.” — American Aeferencs Book Annval

Choice’s Outstanding Academic Book, 1984-85 — Choice Magazine

“Feathers, Tomahawks and Tipis: A Study of Sterzotyped ‘Indian’ Imagerny in Childrea's Picture Books”
- {Racism and Sexism Resource Center for €ducators), 1977

Should be required reading for all elementary school teachers and media specialists and For children's librarions
— American Library Assodation Booklist

An Invaluable tool in the dassroom, whether your students are children or adults. — Rkwesasne Notss

€ncyclopedia of Native American Religions, with Pauletta Molin (Facts on Fil‘, 1992)
Maln Selection, Natural Sclence Book Qub; New York Public Library Outstonding Reference Book of 1992.

Native American Almanoe, with Martha Kreipe de Montano (Prentice Hall, 1993)
fAn excellent overview of past and present Native American life ... an ununusul, informative reference work. — Ubrory laumql

Author of mongraphs & articles in publications including:
alcyien, Indian Affairs, The Indian Historian, Librory Trends, The Los fAngeles Times, Ms., Shofar, Social Education

M”“m
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For over 25 years, Arlenc Hirschfelder has written
award-winning nonfiction books, curricula and
magazine articles for young people and adults, and
taught Native histories, cultures and literature.

She spcaks regularly in schools and colleges,

and travels throughout the country addressing

I conferences and consulting with educators,
ORI Uf.. publishers, filmmakers, museums and parent groups.

m
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AVRILABLE

Scheol warkshops
Hands-on werlshops, customized for eadh cudience

Conference presentations & lectures
By a recognized authority on Native American Studies

Photographic & archival rescarch
Long experience — ond excellent antennae — to find it if it can be found

Consulting & training ,
For institutions, educators and others seeking expertise, or working to avoid stereotypes

w
A SAMPLING OF HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS

o Classroom Materlals Bq and About Native ¢ Unleaming Indian Stereotypes: detecting bias in

Americans: what's available in curicula, video— educational materials and popular culture
and audio<cassettes, periodicals — and how to ¢ Winter Counts: Plains Indian pictographic
develop teaching materials histories on buffalo skins

e Contemporary Native American Life, using Indian )
Country Today, News from Indian Counbry, and FOR YOUNG€R CHILDREN

other Native press & Corn in Native American Cultures
¢ federal Indian Boarding Schools o Gifts of Nature Mabile

e Native American Saaed Sites ¢ Northem Cheyenne Peach Pit Game — Bulld And .

o Navajo Code Talkers _ o Play
o fising Voices Poelny ¢ Reciprocity: Gifts from the Earth/Gifts to the Earth
¢ Tribal Sovereignty ¢ Treditional Native American Calendar Names

These sesslons, designed to take into account the sponsoring group’s needs, indude materlols and reading

sts. These and other workshops can be tailored for educators at pre-school through university levels, for
dassrooms, or for parent groups.
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CONSULTANCIES

* Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith

+ Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies

» Ghildrens Press

¢ Columbia University School of Social Work
¢ D.R. Group (advertising agency)

¢ facts on File, Series Advisor, The First American Series
¢ Garland Publishing, Board of Advisors, €ncycdopedia of Native Americans in the 20th Century

¢ Highlights for Children
¢ instructor Magazine
* Macmillan Publishing Company

* Naw Yosx Cv Beard of €duzatior, Nertheast Centzr for Custiculum Development
¢ New Yorx Cmv Native American €ducation Progrom [Title 5]

* Queens College, Ethnicity and Librarian Institute

¢ Reader’s Digest Books

¢ Scarecrow Press, Board of Directors, Native American Bibliographical Series

¢ Turner Broadcasting/Ti rans-Pacific Television

EXPERIENCE

from 1969-1991, managed the scholarship and public
Informatlon programs of the Association on American
Indlaa Affalrs, a national advocagy organization founded
In 1923, providing technical assistance, gronts, legal
assistarce, public education, national studies, Congres-
sional testimony, legislation drafting, odvice to other
agencies working with tribes, scholarship programs and
cooperation with other crganizations.

Since 1984, Faculty at New School for Soclal Research,
New York. Courses Include "American Indlans in American
History: A New Perspective” (exploring historny and

contemporary life through native oral, pictographic and .

written records) and “The American Indicn Experience in
Contemporary Native Poetry and Fictian.”

Conference’ Keynote Speaker at Convocation, Southem
Utah University, 1992; American Indian History, Culture

and Tribal Soverelgnty Conference, Wisconsin Department
of Public Instruction, 1991; Native American Literature
Conference, Nevada Humanities Commission, 1988.

Exhibited toys from the Hirschfelder American Indian
Stereotype Collection at “Ethnic Images in Toys and Games,”
Balch lnsumhs for €thnic Relations, Philadelphia, 1990.

Native ﬂmcnecm Servics Award from Colomdo Stnte
University, 1990,

€ducation: Teadhers College of Columbia University, Post-
graduate courses In teadhing saclal studles, 1968-69.
Master of Arts in Teaching, University of Chicago, 1967.
Master's thesis: "The Treatment of American Indians in
Selected American Histony Textbooks for the Secondary -
Llevel.” Bachelor of Arts, Brandeis University, 1965.
Major in histony; minor in education.’

L e e

FOR MOBG INFORMARTION CONTACT NALENE HIRSCHFELDER AT '
170 COPLEY AVENUE, TEANECK, NJ 07666 201/836-0973 Fﬂ: 201/836-2361
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fArlene Hirschfelder

Consultant Native American Studies
170 Copley Avenue Teaneck, NJ 07666
201/836-0973 201/836-2361 fax

Original Tr.bet locotions in North America

PUBLICATIONS

Hirschfelder, Arlene anc Beamer, Yvonne. Native Americans in the Twentieth Century: Teaching Ideas for
Educators 4th - 8th Grades. Golden, CO: Fulcrum Publishing, forthcoming.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. Kick Butts: A Kid's Action Guide Parsippany, NJ: Silver Burdett Press, forthcoming.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "From Chicago to Chickawaukee.” In A Place Called Home: Twenty Writing Women
Remember edited by Mickey Peariman. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1996. pp. 68-80.

Hirschfelder, Arlene and Dennis. The Tobacco Chronicles: Tobacco in the United States, 1880-1995."
Tobacco Practices, Policies and Research Among American Indians and Alaska Natives.
New York: Columbia University School of Social Work, 1895.

Hirschfelder, Arlene, ed. Native Heritage: Personal Accounts by American Indians 1790 to the Present.
New York: Macmillan General Reference, 1995.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Reporting on Hattie Kauffman." The Runner: Native Magazine for Communicative
Arts, vol. 1, no. 3 (Summer 1994): 19, 21-22.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. American Indian Lives: Artists and Craftspeople. New York: Facts on File, 1994.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Association on American Indian Affairs.” In Native America in the Twentieth
Century: An Encyclopedia edited by Mary B. Davis. New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1994.
pp. 64-65.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Navajo Code Talkers." In Native America in the Twentieth Century: An
. Encyclopedia edited by Mary B. Davis. New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1994. pp. 384-386.

Hirschfelder, Arlene and Montafio, Martha Kreipe de. The Native American Almanac: A Portrait of Native
America Today. New York: Prentice Hall General Reference, 1993, .

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Native American Literature for Children and Young Adults.” Library Trends, Winter
1993 (Issue on Multicultural Children's Literature in the United States): 414-436. Published by the
University of lllinois Graduate School of Library and Information Science.

Hirschfelder, Arlene and Singer, Beverly, eds. Rising Voices: The Writings of Young Native Americans.
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1992.
Paperbacks: Ballantine, 1993; Silver Burdett & Ginn, 1995; Japanese translation 1997.

Hirschfelder, Arlene and Molin, Paulette. Encyclopedia of Native American Religions. New York: Facts on
File, 1992.

-
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Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Talking Leaves: Contemporary Native American Short Stories.” (Review of Craig
Lesley's anthology). In Studies in American Indian Literatures, vol. 4, nos. 2 & 3 (Summer/Fall
1992). 220-223.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Headdresses, Drums, and Bows and Arrows: Indian Imagery in Children's Toys." In
Ethnic Images in Toys and Games. [An Exhibition at the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies].
Edited by Pamela B. Nelson. Philadelphia: Balch Institute, 1990. pp 40-47.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Unlearning Indian Stereotypes.” In Halcyon 1990: A Journal of the Humanities,
volume 12. Reno: Nevada Humanities Committee, 1990. pp 49-61.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Wisconsin Treaty Rights Threatened.” Indian Affairs, No. 121 (Spring 1990): 4-5.
(Newsletter of Association on American indian Affairs)

Hirschfelder, Arlene, editor. Indian Affairs, No. 116 (Summer 1988): Special issue on American Indian
Religious Freedom.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Condominiums Endanger Ancient Indian Site." Indian Affairs, No. 116 (Summer -
1988): 11.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "No Peace for Indian Burial Grounds." Indian Affairs, No. 116 (Summer 1988):
9-10, 12.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "The Seasonal Symbolic Indian Mocks the Native American Reality." Los Angeles
Times . November 25, 1987: part 2, p. 7. (Reprinted in ten books, one journal, and is now on
P.RIMUS, a McGraw-Hlill electronic database.

Hirschfelder, Arlene B. Happily May | Walk: American Indians and Alaska Natives Today. New York:
‘ Charles Scribner's Sons, 1986.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "The IAIA Sfory." Indian Affairs, No. 111 (Fall 1986): 5-6.
Hirschfelder, Arlene. "A 'Smithsonian’ for Indian Arts and Culture." Indian Affairs, No. 111 (Fall 1986): 5.
Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Lost and Found Traditions." Instructor, vol. 95, no. 4 (November 1985): 40-43.

Hirschfeider, Arlene. American Indian Desk Calendar. New York: Association on American Indian Affairs,
1985.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Ruffled Shirts and Beaver Pelts: Jewish Traders and American Indians.” Shofar,
vol. 2, no. 4 (January 1985): 14-15.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Cowboys and Indians' -it's No Game.” MS Magazine, vol. 12, no. 6 (December
1983): 104.
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Hirschfelder, Ariene, Byler, Mary Gloyne, and Dorris, Michael. Guide fo Research on North American
Indians. Chicago: American Library Association, 1983.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. Annotated Bibliography of the Literature on American Indians Published in State
Historical Society Publications: New England and Middle Atiantic States. Millwood, New York:
Kraus-Thompson Organization Press, 1982.

Hirschfzlder, Arlene. American Incian Stereotypes in the ‘Aorld of Children: A Reader and Bibliography.
Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1982.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "James Fenimore Cooper” and "Karl May." Interracial Books for Children Bulletin,
vol. 12, no. 1 (1981): 4-5.

Hirschfelder, Arlene and Califf, Jane. "A Thanksgiving Lesson Plan." Interracial Books for Children
Bulletin, vol. 10, no. 6 (1979): 6-13.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. This Land is Ours: A Native American Anthology and Teacher's Guide. Bronx, NY:
Northeast Center for Curriculum Development, 1978.

Moore, Robert B. and Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Feathers, Tomahawks, and Tipis: A Study of Stereotyped
Indian Imagery in Selected Children’s Picture Books.” In Unlearning 'Indian’ Stereotypes. New
York: Racism and Sexism Resource Center for Educators, 1977. pp. 1-23.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "The Treafment of Iroquois Indians in Selected American History Textbooks.” Indian
Historian, vol. 8, no. 2 (Fall 1975): 31-39.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. American Indian and Eskimo Authors: A Comprehensive Bibliography. New York:
Assaociation on American Indian Affairs, 1973.

Hirschfelder, Arlene. "Bibliography of Sources and Materials for Teaching about American Indians." Social
Education, vol. 36, no. 5 (May 1972): 488-493.
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an exhibition at
The Balch Institute
for Ethnic Studies

This exhibition If funded thrbugh the generous support of the Penmylvania Historical and Museum Commission, ]
lhe Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, the Weyerhauser Family Foundation
‘ and the L. J. Skaggs and Mary €. Skaggs Foundation. - - . PLAINTIFF'S
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Headdresses, Drums, and Bows and Arrows:
Indian Imagery in Children’s Toys

Arlene Hirschfelder

emi-naked, red-skinned. armed and war-painted
headdresses, feathers, and beaded buckskin line toy store

world. Just as countless novelists, advertisers, cartonists, and 1o

fabricated stereotyped Indian images, toy manufacturers h
have nothing to do with the reality of Native American liv
ent.* These toys homogenize hundreds of Native Americ
distinctive identities and distorting their role in United §
Michael A. Dorris calls “the Never-Never Land of glib ste

Toy makers have produced images of a completef

dian"—that reduces hundreds of Native American trihes t one
diversity of clothing traditions and ornamentation. hody decor
headdresses, foot wear, bags and pouches of the Acoma, Miccosukee,
Zuni and scores of other Native American Peoples. Toy manufacturers have
' Past-tensed, feathered Plains Indians, who resemble the Indians from Buffa.
‘ Shows. These shows opened in 1883 and ran for more than three decades b
viewers in cities and towns of the United States. Canada, England
William F.,Cody’s (aka. “Buffalo Bill") staged shows reenacted, wi

buffalo hunts, war dancing, and attacks on trains, stagecnaches
Bill's Wild West extravaganza and others like it branded the nat
wild Indians, and today's toy manufacturers simply haye recloth

polyester, vinyl, and plastic leather.

reotypes and carj
Americans are portrayed as “often merely cute. the specia) property of chi

dalls dressed with ersatz headher =;.
shelves and fij) toy chests arounz +-,
ywood filmmakers ha.
ave invented Indian playthings +~ .+
€s. either in the past or in the pres.-
an cultures, robbing them of the:r
tates history. They belong to whae
Cature,” where Nzt:
idren."

Y invalid ethnjc group—the “in-

» Obliterating the €normous
jewelry, hair styles,
Mohawk, Navajo, Tlirzit,
Created generic,

) Bill's Wild West
efore millions «f

» and the European continent,
th Plains Indian performers,
+and settlers' cahins, Buffalr,
on's mind with the image of
ed this Plaing “savage” in

* There is as yet no universally accepted collective term for the peoples native to North

America. “Indian,” “American Indian,” “Natiye American,” and “Ngtjy
unsatisfactory terms for indicating the diversity o{ tribal nati
is now the United States. In this essay “Indian” will refer 4o 4

and “Native American” will refer to the actual individuals.
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Couboys und Indians plastic figures
Great Lakes Promotions

19sis

Balch Institute Collection

i

Not all manuracturers have obliter-
ated Native cultures. In the mid-1930s. Platt
and Munk Company produced a set of six
jigsaw puzzles illustrated by Holling C.
Holling, author of The Book of Indians.
Holling recognized that the

tribes of Indians are so many that if we
tried to tell about them as tribes
everyone would be hopelessly lost.
Instead, we take the Indians as a whole
and divide them into different types of
Indians living in different kinds of
country.

The puzzles picture a Northwest Coast sea
canoe, cliff dwellings, a Pueblo village
hundreds of years old, nineteenth-century
Plains Indian dress. a Plains Indian earth
lodge village, and an Algonquian village. .
Although Holling lumps tribes together by
region, calling them “Indians of the Forests”
or “Indians of the Sea," his puzzles offer
respectful scenes filled with families. domes-
tic paraphernalia, and the surrounding
countryside [Color Plate #11, page 44].

41
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Snoopy and Smurf
19805
Collection of Arlene Hirschfelder
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Unfortunately, the story of toy
Indian headdresses is more typical of Native
American imagery in toys than Holling's
nuzzles. Whereas Native Americans created
startling. majestic headdresses in a multitude
of shapes that were worn by aduit men.
sometimes women, honored by the privilege.
toy manufacturers have created generic
Indian headdresses for use as party hats and
playtime objects(Color Plate #10. page 44].
For example. the eagle-feathered warbonnet
of the Lakota, Cheyenne. Crow and other

Plains peopies who lived between the Missis-

sippi River and Rocky mountains and from
Canada south to the Mexican border, varied
in shape from the “swept-back type= with the
feathers on the cap leaning towards the rear
to the “straight-up™ type in which feathers
stand upright from a wide headband. In
another type, the feathers slope out evenly all
the way around the headband. The warbon-
net was worn as a privilege by chiefs and
other high-ranking officers in tribal military
societies signifying their valor and success in
battle, leadership ability, generosity, or skills
as medicine healer. Youths had to earn the
right to wear such a bonnet. Manufacturers
who have appropriated Plains warbonnets
have disregarded the sacred functions of
warbonnets in Plains society and failed to
portray the shape, designs or styles with any
accuracy.

Today, children around the world
sport ersatz warbonnets that resemble to
varving degrees Lakota or Cheyenne or
Blackfeet headdresses. or play with toys like -
tambourines emblazoned with the warbonnet
image. Worse yet. Smurfs, Snoopy, and
animals wear headdresses implying that
Native people are not fully human because
bears, dogs. and make-believe characters can
wear what many consider to be the premier
symbol of "Indianness.”

o -y . —— V- >
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Similarly the generic and fictitious
toy Indian drum trivializes what Native
American peoples consider to be a spiritual
entity. Authentic Native American drums
come in different sizes, shapes, and materi-
als—hollow tree trunks, planks in the floor,
and rawhige stretched over wooden hoops.
Drums accompany dance rituals during con-
temporary Iroquois longhouse religious cere-
monies. Drums accompany Navajo peyote
ceremonies. in Lakota sacred rites, the
drum'’s round form represents the whole
universe, and its strong steady beat repre-
sents the pulse or heart throbbing at the .
center of the universe that represents the
voice of Wakan Tanka- (similar to the Judeo-
Christian God). Pueblo peoples of New
Mexico, who use drums in many of their
ceremonies, regard them as alive and con-
sider each one an individual with a name and
“voice.” Most people dancing to the drum
believe themselves to be dancing to the
heartbeat of Mother Earth, Toy drums mock
this rich ceremonial reality.

Along with the generic headdresses
and drums, toy companies have invented
even more paraphernalia such as make-up
kits and masks that have enabled generations
of children (and aduits) to disguise them--
selves as stereotypical Indians. F. or eons,
children of all races have dressed up and
pretended to be mothers, fathers, clowns,
cowboys. doctors and nurses, tinkers, tailors,
soldiers and sailors, relying in some instances
on imagination or store-bought costumes.
Children clothe themselves in cowboy hats,
tutus, nursing uniforms or surgical garb that
identifies their line of work. A person from
any race can-wear these clothes and role-play
a pirate, ballerina, or farmer. But one cannot
become a Lakota, Hopi. or Mohawk by
donning feathers, fringed buckskin. and
moccasins. “Lakota,” "Hopi," and "Mohawk™
are integral aspects of human identity, not
occupational titles. Playing “Indian" encour-
ages children to believe that being a Native
American is nothing more than a playtime
activity rather than a human condition that
often is fraught with economic deprivation,
discrimination, gross injustice, and power-
lessness. Playmobil Systems offer children a
choice of plastic figures including cavalry
soldiers. police officers. construction work-
ers, knights, cowboys. farmers, doctors,
nurses. fire fighters, and Indians, suggesting
again that “Indian” is a role to be played or an
occupation to be taken up rather than an
ethnic identity.

Indian masks
Topstone Ind. It
imale mask)

ca. 1578
Collection of
Arlene Hirschfei

Indian Chief Tom.
Niscott Mfg. Co., Ir
ca. 1950s
Tambourine

ca. 1985

Collection of
Arlene Hirschfelder
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(Color Plate # 10)

Indian headdress

1989.

Collection of Arlene Hirschfelder

{Color Plate #11)

Indians jigsaw puzzles

Holling C. Holling/Platt and Munk Co.
1935

Collection of Arlene Hirschfeider
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Big John the Chimpee Chief
Metro
ca, 1975
Collection of Arlene Hirschfelder
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{Color Plate #13)

Totem pinball game

D. Gottlieb & Co.

1979

Balch Institute Collection
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Indians and horses plastic figures
Playmobil

1983

Collection of Arlene Hirschfelder

+ The violent “Buffalo Bill” Indian is
ubiquitous in toyland. When infants first
focus their eyes on concrete objects, they
might well see on their plastic or cloth block
sets angry-looking Indians brandishing
tomahavwks. bows, arrows, guns, and lances.
By the time these infants are adolescents,
they probably have seen hundreds of cowboy-
und-Indian figures set up to attack one
another. They also may have played games
such as "Ambush™ that require a player to
help the wagon train fight off an “Indian
smbush.” In cowboy-Indian scenarios the
cowboy always is the good guy-hero and the

2dian is the bad guy-enemy.

46
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Children who play with cowboy-and-
Indian playsets reenact violent and aggressive
scenes they have seen on television or have
read about in books without having the
slightest idea that Native Americans in
fighting back were Jefending their Liones.
families. and homelands and were not just
being malicious. Books fail to explain that
the ways Indians obtained food. clothing, and
shelter—all land dependent—clashed with
the economies of Euroamerican settlers that
destroyed Indian food sites, homesteads. and
wild animal preserves. Furthermore. cow-
boy-and-Indian toys, linked to warring and
violence, may contribute to a child's belief
that aggression resolves conflict. Dr. Jerome
F. Frank of the Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine has argued that “the mere
sight of a gun will increase violent behavior."

. . ) Ambush pinball game
Qr. Thoma§ _Radeckl, pre§lfjent pf the Na Northwestern Products Co.
tional Coalition on Television Violence, ca. 1950s

insists that “Children learn behavior. These Collection of Arlene Hirschfelder
games and cartoons teach that aggression

solves problems. Eventually they act out

these solutions in real life.” Cowboy-and-

Indian toy sets may do the same. R |
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- Language transmits cultural atti-
tudes and biases. Words have power to
“ennoble or condemn, augment or detract,
glorify or demean,” as one essayist pointed
out over twenty ycars ago in Saturday Review
(April 8. 1967). Further, the writer contin-
ues, “Negative language infects the subcon-
scious of most Western people from the time
they first learn to speak. Prejudice is not
merely imparted or superimposed. It is
metabolized in the bloodstream of society.
What is needed is...an awareness of the power
of words to condition attitudes.” Indeed,
some Indian toys infect children with virulent
language. A plaything such as “Big John, the
Chimpee Chief” sends a message of ridicule,
contempt and disrespect [Color Plate #12,
page 45]. This toy which equates Native
Americans with animals also demeans Indian
chiefs, who, like ministers or heads of state, }
are esteemed religious or political tribal
leaders. :

Likewise, toymakers belittle Indian -
- names when they assign the name of “Sitting
Bull” (the famous nineteenth century
Hunkpapa Lakota chief and visionary who
exemplified the highest virtues of courage-
and loyalty to tribal ideals) to the playing-
card image of a Caucasian child outfitted with
a headdress and wrapped in a blanket[Color
Plate #16, page 49). Names are not simply
labels and the varied ritual customs sur-
rounding naming still are momentous events
to Native American peop\re: In his book, The
Names: A Memoir, N. Scott Momaday quoted
his grandfather who believed that “a man’s
life proceeds from his name, in the way that a
river proceeds from its source.” Selecting
and bestowing names were a matter of
ceremony and complex customs that differed
from tribe to tribe. Some tribal groups
believe names have power to shape or mold
the very identity qf a person. By bestowing
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the name of an esteemed elder, relative, or
ancestor on a person, the tribal group expects
the bearer of the name to iive according to
the characteristics of the admired man or
woman. Names were given to memorialize
the deeds of ancesiors. They resembie
military decorations given to soldiers for
their bravery and distinguished service to the
nation. In some groups, names even reincar-
nate an ancestor. In numerous Native
groups, people receive a succession of names
at different points during their lives—at
birth, or after fasting during a vision quest, or
after initiation into a particular tribal society,
or as an award of prestige. There are names
so sacred, so personally powerful that they
are known only by the closest of relatives and
are spoken only in carefully regulated
situations. Long ago names were given to
young men after they returned from their
first successful hunts or war parties. Sitting
Bull at fourteen years of age received that
name after he went on a raid with his father
and counted his first coup (a war honor
involving touching or striking of a living
enemy). '

The toys illustrated in this essay
represent a substantially larger number with
similar Indian imagery and similar potential
for harm. It would be difficult for non-
Native-American children to develop an
appreciation of Native peoples and their
different cultures by playing with generic
Indian toys. It would be even more difficult,
if not impossible, for Native children to feel
pride in their identities when confronted with
$0 many toys that belittle their cultures and
spiritual traditions.
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ARLENE B. HIRSCHFELDER

Unlearning Indian Stereotypes

Fifteen years ago, Mary Gloyne Byler and Arlene Hirschfelder ex-
amined six hundred children’s books about Native Americarns that
publishers routinely sent to their office, the Association on Ameri-
can Indian Affairs. They rejected roughly two out of three books
they examined because the contents or illustrations were patently
offensive to Native people. After closely examining the remaining
two hundred or so books, they found subtle stereotypes, miscon-
ceptions, clichés, and ethnocentric statements. More books were °
rejected. Mary Gloyne Byler decided to compile a bibliography of
American Indian authors as well as write an essay analyzing the
contents of the several hundred books about Indians that had been -
rejected. The AAIA published her American Indian Authors for Young
Readers: A Selected Bibliography in 1973.

In 1977, the Council on Interracial Books for Children published
a study written by Robert B. Moore and Arlene Hirschfelder called
“Feathers, Tomahawks, and Tipis: A Study of Stereotyped ‘Indian’
Imagery in Children’s Picture Books.” This study, found in a book-
let entitled Unlearning ‘Indian’ Stereotypes, evolved from the times
Hirschfelder read picture and storybooks with her young children.
She noticed Indian stereotypes in books that had nothing to do
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with Indians. Eventually, she systematically examined hundreds _&
picture books in libraries and bookstores. The council published the
results in 1977. . ’

Mary Gloyne Byler’s 1973 analysis and Moore-Hirschfelder’s 1977
imagery study reveal plenty. This paper reviews some of the find-
ings in these studies and tells about other problems in children’s
books published over the last 25 to 3o years. Secondly, the paper
tells of children’s books about Indians written with care and respect.

First, there have been far too many books for children with little
boys from unidentified tribes rurning around—in feathers and
headbands, fringed buckskin clothing, and moccasins—in an un-
identified past and an unidentified place. Sometimes, these charac-
ters are denied the courtesy of a name. They are called little Indian
or mama Indian or papa Indian, reminiscent of papa bear, mama
bear, and baby bear. Or the characters are called Indian Two Feet,
Snapping Turtle, Rudy Soto, or Red Mouse—some of which are
questionable names—but they still lack tribal identification, geo-
graphic location, and time frame. How natural for children to con-
clude that Indians belong to one undifferentiated group that lived
in an imaginary time and place. Doubtless they think Indians look
" alike, talk alike, and behave alike Writers of children’s books and

other learning materials have presented the image of a boy or man
with feathered headdress and animal-skin clothing so frequently
that youngsters believe these ingredients are the overriding parts of
a Native person’s identity. Mary Gloyne Byler writes in her intro-
duction to American Indian Authors for Young Readers: “The device of
repeatedly referring to people in this impersonal and anonymous
way, and then reinforcing the anonymity with illustrations that are
nondescript, creates the impression that one is not dealing with full-
fledged human beings.”' These generic Indian images obliterate
the dissimilarities, the diversity of Indian names, languages, world
views, spiritual ways, religious ceremonies, stories, clan ms.:n::mm.\
political organizations, clothing styles, shelter and art forms, musi-
cal traditions, economic conditions, and degrees of acculturation to
the dominant society.

Second, there have been far tco many books for children with I-
for-Indian. When “I” is for Indian, the Indian becomes an object
or thing, not a human being. In alphabet books, I-for-Indian coex-
ists with islands, ink, and ice cream cones. Indians also show up
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under other letters like “j” and “t” along with other objects. And
they show up in counting books as “things” to count.

In every alphabet and counting book, a past-tensed Indian is
placed with contemporary inanimate objects as well as animals and
fantasy people. This juxtaposition creates an anachronism, a con-
fusion of past and present, a person chronologically out of place.
The juxtaposition leads children to conclude that Indians look past
tensed today. It also leads children to equate Indians with things,
which robs them of their humanity. Finally, it leads children to mis-
understand who Indians are and how they live and dress today,
as well as in the past, since the I-for-Indian and count-an-Indian
images are stereotypes to begin with. No other ethnic group is so
Q.Emazzw treated as an object employed to illustrate letters, pho-
nics, numbers, and other language arts activities. Children natu-
rally link I-for-Indians with irons, cars, Santa Claus, and counting
activities—not people.

Third, there have been far too many books for children with

animals dressed up as Indians. The repeated equation of bears,
monkeys, chickens, bunnies, and ladybugs with feathered head-
bands or headdresses further dehumanizes Indian people. Moore
and Hirschfelder point out in their 1977 study on Indian images that
animals dressed as Indians are “the most dehumanizing of all por-
trayals, for it suggests that Native people are not fully human, but
rather are creatures of fantasy such as witches or elves.”? Further-
more, the illustrators of children's books pervert headdresses, cere-
monial regalia that are revered in many Native American cultures.
The Plains Indian war bonnet was usually worn by adult men, not
children, who were honored with the privilege. And there were
different kinds of headdresses worn traditionally by native people
all over the country. Adding feathers to animals and other creatures
demeans and belittles the handsome and highly esteemed eagle
feather war bonnet and other headdresses as well.

Fourth, there have been far too many books for children with
children and animals playing Indian or disguising themselves as
Indian. For eons, children have dressed up and played the roles of
mothers, fathers, clowns, cowboys, doctors, nurses, and fire fight-
ers. Any racial or national group can play these roles. But Lakota
and Hopi and Mohawk are integral aspects of human identity. They
are not roles. “Let’s be Indians,” playing Indian, and Indian dis-
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guises insult Native People. To suggest that children or adults can
become “Indian” by donning a feather trivializes a Native person’s
identity. Playing Indian mocks Native cultural practices and abuses
sacred aspects of certain Native cultures.

Fifth, there have been far too many picture books for children that
equate Indians with violence. Children playing, especially sibling
rivals, are equipped with tomahawks, bows and arrows, spears,
and guns. These images lead children to believe Indian people
are nasty. There are far too many history books for children, par-
ticularly those about the Indians west of the Mississippi or about
nineteenth-century wars with Indianrs, that explain the brutal ways
of Native People. These history books do not explain that Indians
attempted to protect their lands, their homes, and their persons
from invasion by Euramericans. They do not explain that Indians
almost universally greeted the missiconaries, the Spaniards, and the
English colonists with friendliness and practical help. They do not
explain that conflicts erupted over land, broken promises, and bro-
ken treaties. They do not explain that the methods Indians used
to obtain food, clothing, and shelter—all land dependent—clashed
with the economies of Euramericar: settlers that destroyed miles

of Indian food sites, homesites, ané wild animal preserves. Mary
Gloyne Byler points out in her study that

Undoubtedly it is accurate that settlers were threatened by, and
afraid of, Indians, but Indians were equally, if not more, threat-
ened by the settlers and they had much more to lose. History
books and story books seldom make it clear that Native Ameri-
cans in fighting back were defending their homes and families
and were not just being malicious.?

Sixth, there have been far too many books for children that use
certain words that trigger negative and derogatory images of Ameri-
can Indians. Squaw, brave, and papoose do not evoke the same
images as do the words woman, man, and baby. “Princess,” also
inappropriate, implies a European royalty system among Native
Americans that simply did not exist.

There is a dual system of labeliny Indian and Euramerican be-
haviors. Writers call battles won by Euramericans victories. Battles
won by Indians were massacres. Writers convey the idea that Eur-
americans who protected their homelands were patriots. Indians
who protected their homelands were murderers. Writers call people

Ci..az_..:h Indian Stereotypes 53

who mc_._oi their jobs or who go to work or 80 to vacation in the
mountains travelers, commuters, or vacationers. Indians whose job
it was to hunt buffalo or Indians who moved between their Sm:_:.._,
.u:& summer homes were nomadic, wanderers, or roamers. Roam-
ing and wandering describe people—or m:::w_ml_soi:.m pi:doE
purpose or direction. Writers call the lands Euramericans settled
wilderness. Indians called these lands their homelands or sacred
geography. Writers call the Euramericans who settled on Indian
Ww:”:m_mznm settlers. Indians called them trespassers or invaders.
&-M.MMG call Indian garments “costumes.” Indians call them tribal
w.m<m:.? there have been far too many books that contained dis-
.cq.zo:m of Indian cultures or of historical facts. Authors turn out
children’s books with themes of an Indian child searching for a “real
Jm_:m.: These books distort and make fun of the nhame-giving prac-
.:nmw of some tribes and makes them seem like whimsical m.:ﬂ»:-
ingless exercises. In Buffalo Man and Golden Eagle (McCall —u:mv_mmrm:
Co.), Golden Eagle hunted six days a week, but on the seventh da .
he put on “his most beautiful headdress, put his peace pipe in rww
mouth, and strolljed] off into the hills.” Before contact Smﬂ_ Euro-
peans, American Indians did not order time on a six-day work week
with the seventh day— the Sabbath—reserved for rest. Religion was
not compartmentalized, not separate from their daily lives. Religion
was not a Friday night, Saturday morning, or Sunday Soqi:mm?
tivity. It surrounded Indian people every day. Some part of m_m.om.
every action was likely to be religious. In fact, Indian languages did
:o.~ even have a word for religion because it was not separate from
”M:hﬂ___q”.. _:&m“ _onov_m wore headdresses on special occasions not
oll in, and they smo i i i ;
ceremonial e y ked peace Pipes ritually and in proper
.> book distorts Indian cultural practice when the writer 4t-
tributes non-Indian behavior to Indians. A book distorts historical
truth .Erm: the writer tells children that “Columbus discovered
America.” A book distorts historical truth when the writer sug-
gests Indians have vanished or are fading away. A book &m.onmm
.:.w reality of contemporary Indian America when a writer titles
it “How the Indians Lived.” Book illustrators distort reality when
:ﬁ« mix up art traditions of Indian peoples. ’
Eighth, there have been far teo many books for children with
ethnocentric statements about Indian people. Ethnocentricm is a
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prejudice based on culture. Anthropologists define it as a “prefer-
ence toward one’s own way of life versus all others, and judgement
of other groups’ life-styles (usually negative) in terms of the value
system of one’s own lifestyle.”* Th2 negative judgments of ethno-
centrism impede cultural understanding and awareness.
For example, there are many picture books that explain to chil-
dren that Indians had no schools or alphabets or books before
Euramericans. And then the “but”: these writers hasten to explain
that Indians had teachers—their parents, grandparents, aunts, and
uncles. They explain that Indian chiidren listened to stories that
taught them information. These statements with their “buts” con-
vey to children that Euramerican education practices—schools,
alphabets, and books—are superior to Indian education practices.
The writers undermine Indian educational practices with their
“buts” and suggest Indian methods are less worthwhile. Writers
promote cultural understanding and awareness when they explain,
without buts or other qualifications, that Indian elders who teach
and tell stories to Indian youngsters are as important to Indian
people as teachers in school buildings. Writers promote cultural
understanding and awareness wken they explain that the oral sto-
ries of Indian peoples are curriculum that teach, by induction, what
Indian people know about themselves and their universe and their
histories. These stories are as valuable and valid to Indian people as
alphabets, books, and schools arz to Euramerican people. Writers
should treat the subject of the oral literature of Indian peoples with
the same respect accorded written literature. The stories in fact, ac-
cording to Joseph Campbell, support American Indian civilizations,
their moral orders, their cohesior, vitality, and creative powers.
Books with statements that refer to traditional Indian lifestyle
as “outdated” are ethnocentric and can harm Indian children’s
self-concepts. These kinds of statements can also harm non-Indian
children by developing in them lifclong prejudice towards Indian
people. Children’s books filled with culturally biased statements
about Indians reinforce the natural tendency of Euramerican chil-
dren to feel superior. In an essay entitled “What Should Indian Stu-
dents Read,” Jon Reyhner, an assistant professor of Native Ameri-
can studies and elementary and secondary education at Eastern
Montana College, states “There is a natural tendency for each cul-
ture to perceive itself as superior to all other cultures. . . . Ethno-
centrism comes naturally because children are usually brought up
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to believe that the way of life of their parents’ culture is the only
way to live.”* Writers who tell Euramerican children that Indian
.mx..ov_m live “an outdated lifestyle,” “even though other Americans,
In retrospect, think it is interesting, unique, and valuable” do :om
v_.cqso:,. mutual respect of other peoples’ beliefs and practices

Finally, far too many books for children omit cultural and meo;-
cal information about Native Americans. In December of 1927, a
group of American Indians presented a list of .....nc-::.n:as:ozm..o
the mayor of Chicago. They implored: “The Indian has long been
hurt by unfair [history books for children]. We ask only that our
m..o_.v. be told in fairness. We do not ask you to overlook what we
did, but we do ask you to understand it.”* In a foreword to a book
m::._.mn American Indian Stereotypes in the World of Children, Michael
Dorris writes that “to deprive our children (who grow up .Mv become
no less deprived adults) access to the wealth and sophistication of
traditional Native American societies is indefensible.”?

<m.~ writers routinely omit this information. Few discuss the har-
monious ways native peoples have coexisted with nature, their
ingenious use of plants and animals to produce food, clothing
m:& shelter, their respect for the natural world. Few discuss n_cmxmH
knit, loving, Native family life, respect for elders, the care with
which children have been raised, and the dynamic values of sharin
and hospitality. Few writers tell about the traditional and n—_mzmm:m
roles a.; American Indian women. Few writers explain how an<m |

&5«:8: women adapted to Euramerican culture while at the same

:Bm perpetuating Native values. Few writers discuss spiritual and

philosophical beliefs or the great variety of religious experiences

among Native People. Few writers discuss the contributions Indian
pPeople have made to their own cultures. Some, but not many,
writers discuss Native American knowledge of agronomy, mnn—_zmnu
ture, astronomy, geology, irrigation, mathematics, and medicine.

Most writers omit discussions of ongoing cultural developments

and .mmm_u:.:o:m of Indian groups. Most writers omit accurate dis-

cussions of European expansion and the treatments Indians receive

?.c:. the federal and state governments. Most writers omit accurate

A__mn.zmm.mozm of the role European diseases played in killing more

Indian people than did the conflicts between Indians and Eurameri-

cans, Few writers discuss Native heroes and resistance leaders. Few

128.@ discuss Native American struggles to maintain their sover-

eignty, cultural practices, and spirituality in a modern world. And
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most writers omit discussions of conterporary issues facing Indian
nations including struggles over treaty rights, land, water rights,
minerals, timber, fishing, religious freedom, and adjustments to
life in cities and rural areas where more than half of the Native
American population now lives. . .

When it is convenient, writers also omit certain facts about Eur-
american heroes. In a recent biography about Kit Carson, the author
concludes the book by stating “the things most people remembered
about Kit Carson were his honesty and his concern for all the people
of this country, including the people who were here first.”® There
is not one word in this book about Carson’s role in leading an ex-
pedition against the Navajos. Despeite the friendship he professed
for Indians, Carson agreed to starve Navajos off their lands. He
destroyed Navajo cornfields, butchered their sheep and goats, and
chopped down their peach trees in order to force them to leave their
homeland and go to a worthless reservation 300 miles away. Carson
played a part in the design to open up the Rio Grande Valley for
land claims and settlement by American settlers.

Why dweli on the problems in these children’s books, so many of
them published ten, fifteen, and tweaty years ago? First, because
these books are on library shelves today. Because many of these
books have been reprinted and are sold in bookstores all over the
nation today. For example, twenty-five years ago, Good Hunting,
Little Indian was published. The bcok has been reissued with “text
substantially revised for the 1989 edition.” Now called Good Hunt-
ing . Blue Sky, the young generic Indian boy has a name but still has
no tribe, no time frame, and rno Lomeland. And second, because
these books influence behavior. These children’s books are not
merely “entertainment.” These books, part of a society’s culture,
reflect attitudes prevalent in U.S. society. In his 1963 work, Prejudice
and Your Children, Kenneth Clark showed that children’s attitudes
towards Black Americans are determined chiefly not by contact

with them but by contact with the prevailing attitudes of people. It
is not Indians, but the idea of Indians that influences children. Eur-
american children have little oppcrtunity to meet Indian people, so
pictures and language often take the place of personal contacts. Un-
fortunately, non-Indian children daily assimilate dishonest, inau-
thentic, unrealistic, disparaging, pictures of Indian groups. Parents,
educators, learning materials. picture books, television, movies,
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comics, ads, games and toys, greeting cards, clothing, and fcod
Packaging largely convey stereotyped messages about Indians.
Native American parents and educators constantly speak out
about this stereotyping because their childrens are victimized by
poorly educated non-Indians. Lewis P. Johnson, an Ottawa father,

explained how he and his wife watched their two-year-old daughter
run

laughing into the water as fast as she could. My wife and |
laughed watching her, until we heard behind us a low guttural
curse and then an unpleasant voice raised in an imitation war
whoop. | turned to see a fat man in a bathing suit, white and
soft as a grub, as he covered his mouth and prepared to make
the Indian war cry again. He was middle-aged, younger than
. I, and had three little children lined up next to him, grinning
foolishly. My wife suggested we leave the beach, and I agreed.’

Another mother had to deal with her distressed four-year-old
daughter who cried “But Mom, I'm an Indian and I don't go ‘wa-
wa-wa.’ She was responding to another child’s suggestion that they
pretend to be Indians by doing the ‘traditional’ war cry.”®

If non-Indian children are to develop an appreciation for Indian*

cultures and achievements and are to leam to accept their Indian
neighbors as friends and equals, they must read culturally and
historically accurate books, texts, and learning materials. Constant
encounters with racist imagery distorts the social and visual percep-
tions of Euramerican children and prevents them from developing
healthy attitudes about Indians.

If Indian children are to build good self-concepts, feelings of per-
sonal worth, and a sense of their place in U.S. history, they must
read culturally and historically accurate books and learning ma-
mn:w_m about their own people. Constant encounters with specious
images of Indian people in so many mediums with which they inter-
mQ result in Indian children losing self-esteem and pride in their
identity. With constant rejection by society, Indian children soon
learn to reject themselves. In 1969, Senate Report 91-501, Indian

W&:E:.e:.. A National Tragedy-A National Challenge, documented this
act:

Condemned for his language and his culture, berated because
his values aren’t those of his teacher, treated demeaningly
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simply because he is Indian, the Indian student begins asking
himself if he really isn’t inferior.

Mr. Rupert Costo, the Cahuilla educator, testifying before Indian

education hearings about flawed textbooks, said:

There is not one Indian in the whole of this country who Qom.m

not cringe in anguish and frustration because of Emmmr.mqﬂ -
i ian child who has not come ho

books. There is not one Indian ¢ \ ot come home

i f those sessions in whic

in shame and tears after one o . ; : :

taught that his people were dirty, animal-like, something les

than a human being."

Children’s picture books generate the same feelings.

i i te:
Thirteen years ago, Joann Morris, a Chippewa educator, wro

. . ent-
It is time for Indian people to begin approving o—” w:%mﬂ_nhiﬂn
ing ourselves as human beings. For n”uo long Mﬁ.g M“:a lowe
i ther people’s standar .
ourselves to be guided by o e
in di i haic stereotypes of who
We must begin discarding arch 5 ¢ !
what Indians are. All across Indian 8:::.& this _mhﬂm Mo”—“r
i : nd improve the image o .
major concerns: to change a ; e o e
i ian i f Indians and non-in
American Indian in the eyes o ! s
i the American public has be .
Up until the present day, ‘ . :
Eﬂu has accepted as fact, inaccurate information about Native

Americans. ?

. ican
Now it is time that all children and adults _mm.:. Zm:<m. xwz.a”nn_nm:
realities accurately. Indian peoples are mmam.m__:m to _Bm_s m“o e
sovereignty and homelands. They are fighting chal m.:ﬂ.”“  eaty.
igi i timber, mineral, and water rights,
religious rights, land, er, m . ignte
v_.cmmn.mn fishing rights, voting rights, WMA.M.N&_M@ «“__WM > danger-
] ditorial entitle ere
In a 1983 Tundra Times e neer
ous .qmwwn.: the writer explains that irmz. images are ”um_ evee
it ma.u-:mroi makes taking land, timber, B.:mm._ and Mﬂm mnm wm e
away from such people seem like less of a sin.” ' Mary Gloyn ! hsz
ﬁmEv.:dm same thing in her essay when mq._m wrote w—_.mn.:ozz.ﬁ fan
\ riters created Indian images that sustained the il :w.O:r ! the
w,‘o:mw:m_ inhabitants deserved to lose their land because they
. ilized 14 N
barbaric and uncivilize . . .
mc_: Felix Cohen'’s essay entitled “The <0nn¢:—qu of _uqm.ﬁ”nnﬂn
published over thirty years ago, he explained how judges w
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not consider Indians human beings were apt to justify taking away
Indian lands and homes. He noted that when a court began an
opinion in an Indian property case by referring to Indians “roam-
ing” or “wandering” or “roving” from place to place, he could be
sure that it would end up denying the claimed property rights of
the Indians. '

Today, Indian people need allies to help them maintain their sov-
ereignty, their constitutionally guaranteed treaty rights, their reli-
gious rights so recently threatened by the “G-O Road” Supreme
Court decision," and their land and resource rights. Indian people
need writers, television and motion picture producers, and print
and broadcast journalists to portray Indian cultures and issues ac-
curately.

Fortunately, over the last fifteen years, Indian writers and Native
American publishers and tribes have written books that accurately
depict American Indian cultures, histories, values, current issues,
and conflicts. Indian people realize that written stories for their chil-
dren will preserve their traditional beliefs, ceremonies, languages,
histories, and traditional stories. These books can contribute sig-
nificantly toward a broader understanding among all people.

A spiritual teacher of the Lac Court Oreilles Band of Ojibway
has set down the oral history of the Ojibway Nation in the Misho-
mis Book. An Acoma author tells a story about a grandfather who
plays a trick on boastful boys. The Navajo Curriculum Center at
the Rough Rock Demonstration published a book about Navajo
clans and one about traditional stories of Navajo people. The Otoe-
Missouria Tribe has published memoirs of their elders. Years ago,
the Zuni Tribe published forty-six stories of myth, prophecy, and
history from its great oral literature. The Queets, Hoh, and La Push
people printed a northwest coast ABC. The Intertribal Council of
Nevada published life stories of selected Shoshone, Paiute, and
Washo people. A Dakota author described twenty Sioux chiefs. A
Lakota author describes the life of Red Cloud. An Acoma poet tells
children the epic story of Native American people from creation
to the present day in traditional oral narrative. The United Indians
of All Tribes Foundation produced a book about the role of corn
in Hopi, Pawnee, and Seneca life. A Cheyenne tells a story about
buffalo hunting days. A Dakota writer shares an adventure story
about a boy growing up on a South Dakota reservation. One book
contains the drawings of Bear Heart, a Cheyenne, who drew them
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while he was a prisoner at Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Florida. A
Pawnee-Creek artist tells a story about a little blue deed. A Lakota
artist tells about Lakota art styles. There are many more ‘examples
like these.

Some non-Indians have authored books that convey accurate in-
formation about contemporary Indian life and issues. Emma, a
Navajo woman, struggles with coal and power plants on her reser-
vation near the Four Comers. The Northern Cheyenne struggle
with mining and power companies. Taos Pueblo prevailed after
sixty years whenits sacred Blue Lake was returned by the U.S. gov-
ernment. Some books describe ingenious Native American shelters
and one tells about Navajo weaving from the point of view of the
goat. Other writers tell about the lives of Native Americans like Ose-
ola, Red Cloud, Crazy Horse, Geronimo, and others who defended
their people’s freedom.

Sixteen years ago, Mary Gloyne Byler wrote: “It is time for Ameri-
can publishing houses, schools, and iibraries to take another look at
the books they are offering children and seriously set out to offset
some of the damage they have done.” YV Since 1973, some publishers
have produced such books that offset the damage. But many more
books are needed to explain Native American realities. The time is

now.
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